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It happened in Cana of Galilee! 

Fr. Jacob Anish Varghese ( Bombay Diocese ) 


Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs in Cana of Galilee and so revealed 
His glory, and His disciples began to believe in Him ” (John 2:11). 

The first of Our Lord’s great “signs” was the transformation of water into wine 
at the marriage in Cana of Galilee. In typical Johannine style, the story is not 
recorded for its sentimental or entertainment value, but for its theological signifi¬ 
cance. This story is a “sign”, a symbol, a revealing, an epiphany — showing us 
God at work in our world, teaching us important lessons about God and about 
ourselves. 

Jesus had been invited to the marriage there together with His mother and 
disciples. When the wine ran out, and when this presumably was going to spoil 
the festive atmosphere of the wedding - or perhaps embarrass the bridegroom and 
the bride - the mother of Jesus intervened. 

Let us look at some of the elements mentioned in the gospel narrative, in order 
to have a deeper understanding of the unfolding of the Kingdom of God. 

1. The water used for transformation: 

The water which Jesus transforms isn’t just any water, but water stored for the 
ritual washings prescribed by Old Testament Law. This water is symbolic of the 
Old Law, of the old way of doing things. 

2. The number of jars present: 

Even the number of jars is significant; the number seven signified completion 
or perfection in Jewish and early Christian writings, so the presence of six jars tells 
us that the old way of doing things is incomplete and imperfect. The amount of 
wine that results is also significant; the party went from having no wine (a shame¬ 
ful breach of hospitality) to having somewhere between 120 and 180 gallons (more 
than they could possibly use), furthermore it was wine of the highest quality. 
Several of the Old Testament prophets had used the image of a super-abundance 
of wine to describe what life would be like when the messiah arrived. By changing 
Old Testament water into the new wine of Christ, we are told that the old age has 
passed away and that the kingdom of God has come. 

3. The banquet setting: 

The setting for this miracle, this revealing, is also very appropriate; this sign 
takes place at a feast, a banquet, at a wedding. It is a fore-taste of the heavenly 
banquet at the marriage between the Lamb and his bride, the Church, which St. 
John records in his Revelation. 

4. “On the third day..” 

“We are told that, “on the third day there was a wedding...” Here Jesus is 
glorified on the third day, even as he rose from the dead on the third day after his 
crucifixion. 


Why did Jesus refer to His mother as ‘woman’? 

In the Gospel of St. John, and in the narrative of this event, Jesus even goes on 
to call his mother, as ‘woman’, certainly a strange term for a Jewish man to use for 
his mother. Only a reading of the gospel passage with clarity and typological 
insight will reveal the use of term ‘woman’ as a symbol of the ‘new eve’. Virgin 
Mary here is the counterpart to the “woman” in the garden of Eden (Genesis 3). 
The mother of Jesus is the “New Eve” who will act in a way that is in harmony with 
the will of God, and not in a way that will subvert that will. 

According to the Raymond E. Brown, “In this light we can compare the woman 
in the Garden of Eden who led Adam to the first evil act with the woman at Cana 
who leads the new Adam to his first glorious work. In the prophecy of Genesis we 
hear that God will put enmity between the woman and the serpent and that her 
seed will crush the serpent. In calling his mother “woman,” Jesus may well be 
identifying her with the new Eve who will be the mother of his disciples as the old 
Eve was the ‘mother of all the living.’ She can play her role of intercession, 
however, only when her offspring on the cross has crushed the serpent” (The 
Gospel and Epistles of John: A Concise Commentary) 

The glory of God 

Nothing is superfluous or meaningless in St. John’s writing. John uses this 
story to help explain the glory of God. John tells us that in this miracle Jesus 
“manifested his glory; and his disciples believed in him.” “Glory” is a very impor¬ 
tant biblical concept; sometimes it is used to refer to worship. To — give God the 
glory — means to worship Him remembering what he has done for us, but most 
often the term “glory” is used to refer to a revealing of God’s presence, of realising 
and knowing that God is in our midst. 

Do whatever he tells you... 

There is yet another very important lesson revealed to us in this passage. How 
often does something go wrong in our lives, something that we don’t understand, 
something that must be fixed, yet we don’t know how? Look at the example of 
Mary’s faith in Jesus in this story. She instinctively turned to him when something 
went wrong; she knew that he would take care of it. She did not know what he 
would do, yet she trusted in him completely, saying to the servants, “do whatever 
he tells you”. What wonderful advice she gives to us, “do whatever he tells 
you”— and all will be well. Mary had faith that could trust, even when she did not 
completely understand. She knew that by trusting and following her Son every¬ 
thing would turn out all right. Her love, her trust, her faith kept her close to her Son, 
even through the agony of the Cross. May we have the strength to follow her 
example and obey her direction, “do whatever he tells you”. 
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rdO61010)J OJ0J(9O(O). Oil. (1900000o 003OJ(010)10(l5 (T9J(5 co1qQ) (T9(§QQ)1(B9JcB0Jgg, 
0030100^(000)001 (010)1 (B91 c90)g3g3 (.nJCOJOOGOOJJo CcBil(19(O)JOil0(l5 20690(010)l9JJo 
rd) GO 0)0)90 GO (010)191) 2) 6363 rd^Ogl (010)01 Jo a^c9.l0OOJOJJ2O69O ((BO02. 6:3 -11). 
Oil. cQaJ (56111000(0)19JJ0S (B(Q)C0J(.ca.l(19(O)JOjl0a5 0<jO)9dOc93 020(0) S2lOl1 (0)OJJo 
ted 01(5(010) 00 63963Jo ^c90O9J(O1O) GOOo 011 690 Jo ^loil^ol (Q)J(90J. t^]C0l09J 
(Q) 0 CO 0 (5 690(010)191Jo rd J GO 0J (0)9000(010)10(l5 (B (0)^(19l 91 Jo rd^0^1c9.^00JJ(90J. 
(O)l0JOO0l00cB(O)639a5 (313GOJ0Oilc90J(9O(O)J 01^1 tcOil(T9(0)J a^)(90 003Oild9D0aO(19^o 
GOOo (19 JOoO31cBd01<B0JcBd(Q)Jo 0i3_IQg>J(9OJ ((BcQdOOI. 10:16). ^00910 cOdJOGOOcBd^J 
0S(Q)Jo 0rdO0J(^ ^9 2JGT9J cBDj3OO3cBDgJ0S(Q)Jo (313 Si (1990GO ted 20690(010)1(05 
(9l(9OJ0c£bO690 01^0611^0(91^ tC9aOlc00OOJJ(9O(O)O69O. 

650(3(2ia(n)Jo (3Td CD J r»9dOO CD OJ Jo 

2Jd0Dg1(O5 0 c9dOSJ(O1O)101c 00J(9O 011010690639gl(05 (31^(9(5(O1O)1^Jrd(BQQ)O(X)1^|l0l 
c90J(19 £dl9J oJ363905 icdQfJD^o ^<3399)20619. rdJGO0OOll o3dc900lc90Jc9., 
011690Jo ^1oil^|OlQQ)Jd9D, (313GOJ0OJ1^|O1 qQ)Jc9d, (TDJOoC0lc9D0lc90Jd9D, rd^J(B^J0Jc9.. 
^OJ0QQ)9JOo 00(52200)Jo (313GOJo3d00(901Jo 00(19 (313)(09)(B(010)OS 6Hia\90a_|§J 
OI0J(9001(0)0690. 0 J(O)cBdO 9J ^J0lt(O)(010)1 (05 ^S0a_|§ t^01(5(010)1 003010(010)00)Jo 
(31301005 0c6h3dO c£h>0 t^^lJ<5(O1O)C96390^(Q)Jo (313)00 C9 (90 (9Jo9d 00(9 639 gil 9JJ0S 
0O(5cB0J(BGmoa5 (9(5(010)20(9c9.09J-d0lt(O)(O1O)l(O5 (19(9)1 o_ol(0)GO0(0)1 0c0i9dOca>0 
trd 01(5 (010) GO639C/5 (9l(5OJaOlcB0J(9O 003(90(010) (190 (3130l2J61llc9 5 0lc90Jc9 3 (Q)Jo 
(313GOJ0OJ1^|O1 (Q)Jc9d(Q)J 2O69O. ^Oll0S, 00(522 (922J0S 0Oo9dQQ)1(O5 (1900)00690 
on OJclOO 00(5(0)9 (010)191)63 63 (19 2O0d9DOOJtC0Jo3d 00)91. (313(9Jo3d OOGOo 0O(522OQ)J 
690(5(010)J(90 0OJOJo ted(0)1<BDO(012ca> cBd(522639^J29J. 00(52200) Jo (313GOJo3d00(901 Jo 
tc9il(19(O)JOjl0O5 (190(9)139^01 Jo t^1 (19(0))01191)6363 (1906111(9901Jo (190c^3d0(0)c9. 
0lc90J(9O (19(9(5020690. 00lc909109)1 id0lt(O)(010)1 (OS t^1<TO(0)J oJJ(5(O1O)1c9d 01^| 
0cBi9dOca>0 oJ39(0)l (313)OJ(5(O1O)1 c00Jc9d(B(Q)O (repetition) (O)JS0Jc9d(B(Q)O (Continua¬ 
tion) (31391, 69(900(010) (313GOJ0012000)1 rdOlODJ390(012 OJ^OrdO0(O1O)O(O5 011690Jo 
011690Jo ^1(lil^|OlQ0)Jca>(Q)0690. 

oJ(P(Q)G0lCQ)2(010)l(05 ‘0O(5 cB0Jc9d’ (o0t611J3^: G9OcB0(5; (19JOlOO)OGOl: 3o90O(5) 
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610(822(0)20 039CD2o9dOO(DC1122O63)) (O)OJC/0(B£1o 003O1O£KO)(030)l0£1 039)000)0.(800 
03dCDJ(3(112O(O)l02(3D0(0)C3)) 0.0610)100200) 610J 0.1(8(030)0)0 (BO3O0020.: “(11(33) 003(11 
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‘cardCD2CECD0^1003’ 039)631). ‘630(822(0)1(08 00.O63)§2(1J(92C3D (o-l CD $030) CD o’ ^)(TD0 
63D1(0)1(D(8(0 )Qo. rd^ (0)0)1(0)2030)1(08 630(8(22 a£)(3D 03^(0(Q)(B(0)0)OSCD263DC3\Dl^j CDOo 
0.6333 a£)£J0 030)C/0(Q)6S33g32o rdj (0)1 (0)CD1(0)2(030)1 £JJo (.cd 00)0(0) 20633). rd<P(Q)CDl(Q)2 
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03(0)00 Cr020CD20(0)1 0.06300012003(0)0633). 21 (00) (0)121(08 CDl(TD 0.(DOCDl(B£10Oj6363 
oJ2Oa_|0S06TD 0oJCTOaOOCQJJ0S rd(/33JO(030)£10289.1(08 (.ajJOOJ 0 nJJCPOjrain0(001220633) 
ail. 0.J(86311OCP C3U£OrdCP(030)l0C38 oJ02LI0(0T039Jo. rdJC0)1(D)CPl(Q)2 01^061^003(0)0)1(08 
ail. cBd 2(86DJOCD rdJC0)1(D)CPl(D)2(0)0)l0a8 6) oJ (TO o_00(0)06TD. 

ClilCOJGD (0oacr0^63T3^1(08 (.0.1(30 (0)jQJj2O(P)2639 CrOo6DKDJDOJ2o (3TOOilS20(OTO3 
00£dO0.0 (oJ (D (8(939)0060)3 6fl£1j6363 cd 89.0*31(0)0) Clljo eDOPJo 00)00)^200.2003(0) oJ(0l 
OO2(2DO(O32Oail0a8 (oJ(ll(8(0)0)CPo 00.063330633); (2CD2oad^(.^J^C03CDo 00.06333 £1. C3D0. 
£1(11 Jo (3000(0) 63O(8(220a_|S2(OTO32CTD oJ(O l002(21)0(032OOJ (CBCQ)0o_O. 14:26) (0fl<TO(0)2 
ailQCD C3D0Q$00 (039) (PJ0.O£l10.20001(0)0)1(800200)2. ^ 0^(86)1)00)00)1(08 cdOlCOJ 
(2D0(03200116)CD Oilefl^j^{0306316^630 (o-IO(8(0)QCP (Epiclesis) 6D7) (Pl£ICQ)l£J 06 )P 
(.cOd (21 cOd (Ol ^|1 (Ol c96) J OD (03. 

00301(030)1008 (90>9dOrd(2D(0)1 uJ0lL(O)(030)1(08 cd2(8(030)l0.(9l^J (.dQal(TO (0)2 011 (BCDOS 
(^000£1(030)1(08 ^1ailc902C3D (30(3 c9^ 7330 OOl c9^0 (D2o3d 00036033 ^l9J]0S CDl(0(30300 
631l(3\D0a_|S2c9.(Q)2o a£)000£1(1) Jo (03901003 (90>9d030(03001000)1 (039032®OilsJOl6303032 
00.06333 0cOOdOoJ](8(O3O3lCQ)20S ioJ^OC/dOOflCQS CU§(0^QQ)^o 0-dQg>JOP2. 6D 60)3003 
00(8(2200)20 (039(OJo3d0003012o 0](0301(8(0303200300011 0.O£)6S13C/8 (0>1<TO(0)2 

ail(08 CrO2O3KD)1ajlc902c9.(D)2o 0.O£)6S13C/8 ( 9 ) 22 l£ 1 j 6)63 C3)90.£J(lJ2o (039(303001 Jo (03901 
ODOCPlajlJ C^00O£)£?1(1)1(0)(0)0)1(08 (O30OD CPlC0)^(0)(Q)20S C8)9CP2(3C1J(0)D)1(B£)00 
03)0 (_r3GOJC0lc902cO)(Q)2o 0edQg>2(3P2. 

mJG(030(.(030(8oJ6mo - (n)0(/)3(8(^J6TDo 

00(8(2200)20 (039CD2o9d0003012o 0c9.O63102CBgC0lc902OD(O3 t<&1C3D(0)2(l)l0Cl8 00010 
cO>0(_oJOi(8(O3O3(D(O3O)l0o8 oJ2CD0OOjlo3dc90063DOJ2o (re-presentation or re-enactment) 
(039(031 £1^63 g3 oJ 03 o^1 (0303 (participation) aij2O063D801(08, (0lc3D(0)2(i)l0Ci8 ctooodI 
gd^cujo (presence), (0loD(9)j(ifl(B(POSj6363 03)o 6DKDDO12 (communion) 2006)0 
89.1 (08 CTDCKoaoL^o^o-iorDo (eucharistic offering), Q0)0(/30(8o_|6rDo (sacrificial offer¬ 
ing) (030003(0)06333. Oil. 0J (86)1)003 03100oil ^]6)<&>06rG] 063 0(8(0)0)0(1)1008 (DedCP 
60T3g1(08 (D)0C0(33)o633J(T3J320CQ) rd00 (2(8096033^0 ODJ-oJ CP0632O (339 S60B1 (D)1 §2^00- 
“^(03 (O39Cg(Dc0(8c902CgO16O0l rdOcdCB20^103(030)1 CD0(0)1 0^JO0l(O)2OD oJJCOfl^CDlOQ)© 
(030)103)6363 00008 00CO3o” (2(030)0. 26:28); 6D(0) c0(8(O3O3OOll0O8 ^2(331^031(0)2 
CrUOOnJCDOI^JCDo cOdJSI (O)06TD. ^(0)1 CD J 00320003 0 20(0)1 oJ <£ CO) 0)1 QQ> 2 (030)1 (08 
C0O63D2OD 0OCOo C^^lcOOJc^- CB2OC0 (O)OCO00CO3o a^)S2(0303 g?CD(030)1 (B02(08 (03^1 
^|233c0O6D0, “^73 OTOc0£1 01^1036033^Jo (339)0)002006)1 (0)CBa0001 0)16033CB^OS 
0^J(O)(O3l0lc902C3D 0)1(0)2(030)1008 0d9CO3o ^(030 a^ODJ oJ063030)2” (oJJO. 24:8). 
oil. 0J(86311003 0(8(0303003 00100oil002003(03 (O30Cl8 (.c^JC^lS)^ (0)0CO(030)1008 rdaOJO 
(0303£1(030)1(08 (039)6333. 

0J(8(B6311O(BCDO o0(3D OTOJOIcOOCDI oJGOIJo (039CDO(Bo_DOOO a0C3D iCnlcBQ] oJGOIJo 
0CB0 (039(8(0300 O10JC3D (Q)0C0oJ36033C^ (039)6333. 0J(8(B6311O(BCDO - 0O(P-d(Q)(8a_|63Do, 
(Q)OCOO(8a_|63Do (030C3D (0)06333. Oil. 0J(8631IOOD (Q)J0S 0631000 000320(0) 6311 £l1 
(Q)(8a_|63D aOJCOOJoOdCO)^ C039CDOCBrDOCBOO a^)C3D06333 CO30b(TOO(O)1CO8 0 cBdOSJCO 3O)101 
00JC3D CD02o. ‘Take (Carry) up’ (to offer) a£)C3D0633) oiOc90(8co)Do. oJ^cq)cd1cq)2 


(.0)100 CBO13oJJC3\)CO30)CO3O3lco8 (0CD3aJO2^1Cl8") QQ)003(3003(806033g1(08 ^73 O 1 O 00 
^oJ(B(O)Oa)1^|l0ld902C3D2 (CB£JOJ^ 17:5; a^)(.(r00 5:49; (0)09. 57:6; 2 2000. 1:18). 
63 ( 0 )( 8 ( 3 D 633J£jlojl0(030)1(B£100 (0)00)01(30(032 a0SJ(O3O3 (O39(8a_p002(3D ^01^(030)1 
(0)06333 (OT9(DOCBo_DOOO. (039)00)(0)1 CD0(08 Oil. 0.J(8631IO(D(O)20S rU0^OQQ)o (Q)0(TD(O)O 
6333 (039(DOCBo_QOOO. ^JJ0J00(030)1(08 (0390T30(Ba£000 a^)(3D nJ3LoJ(B(0)003o Oil. 0>J(86311O 
CD 631l£l1(0)(8a_|63Do (O30(3D0(O)(TT3 ^Oo_|1^|2rLJO(O)2(3D(03l(33 CrOaOO(O)l002(3D2. 

a0(3DO(O8 (DOo (039(8ryl00J(3D 6311 £l1 oJJ(03l(O) 631l£l1(Q)£J. 00l00£1O(Q)1 (.^JC0l 
(B(32(08 CO39(8a_p000a_|§ 6311 £l1 (BOO)OS (O 39 (D) 0 )rLJ 2 j 6363 6311 £l1 (0)0(0)1 (DOo (D022(03030(3D 
<TO2(8o_|l0020>(Q)2o (039) oJ026311 £jl(0)1 C 08 (DOo 0)10(30300 oJ89dJ(Bi2J020>(Q)J206333. 
oil. 0 dJ(8 631IOCD(Q)J0S 00200a92(.C0Jo3d(O)l0£J 630J (_oJ0(8(03D(D ^Oll 0 S g(iD 0 l 000 §: 
“(B£ 100)0 22^010(38QQ)Jo oJ0oJoJ0loD00(030)1(DJo 00»9d(Q)002o CB(1163101 (030(38 oil(030 
011(33 (TOll0300^6311 £11(0)0(0)1 (D32(8o_|1^| 0 O 1 Slaj )6363 0)1( 822£1 0>J63030)0SO(Q) 2C/0l 
oD0(03(3U200(BCD! 0)10300J C^l^lc^^C^Jo 0)10()8 6311£jl(Q)(8oj603(030)1 (33 (OlfOCDJOJoJ 
O1J20CQ) gg1(11CD)6363 6311 £l1 (0)0 (0)1 630360330g3(O3O)0 (3D 0)10300J (313 2 (8 ojl002010(38 
630360330^ (BQO)OO3^0O(B0063D(B2.” O322J0S ^1(11(33 (039) CDOO 20(0) (039oj Oil 6TOTO)2 
0)08 0(8(0303 ^ODODIcdI( 0)1(08 (3132(8a_|l002(3D(O)2 01^1 (DOo 03022(030)0003 0132(8o_|1 
00JODJ. 

(DOo 00301(313ODl(JL)1(O)1C08 C839(8a_|l002C3D o0£10 039)00CD03(0)Jo a^)£J0 07330 
C/9l0OO)2o9dOOO)6O33632o Oil. 02(86311003000)003 CB(.C0oldO6311 £jlCB(O)0S2 (B^ODJOIOJ 
00301(0)Jo (039(03 039si(30000320001(0))2)630 (O)OCOO(8a_|63D603C^ 039)6333. (DOo 00301 
(3D00)1 CDl(0)1 C08 0)1(30131002003 O1O00Jo, (D2OD00O0O12o, 01(313(03JO12o a0£JOo (DOB! 
(Q )(8 ry630)206333, (O)0C00(8a_|63D206333. (0)10J (3D 00)1 CDl (0)1(08 0(03^1(0)1002003 0)1 £1 011 
6300JO 02(PJ02(O3l0l(O)2o, 039(8a_|l002(3D CDJoJOIJo, 00(03£1(11 Jo S3£1O1J02£JOo 
(Q)0C0o (03000300)06333. 03901 (11^1 (0)003(030)1(08 03903(110(0)0 oJ0J(BuJ02 

0(0)0633). a0£JO 039)000)(DCOJJo 039(DJold0003603^Jo 0733OC0l0603^O6333. 03901 
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0OCB0O (Q)OCOO(8a_|63D(112o 0(8(O3O3O(lil0(l8 (0)10J 6311 £l1(B(Q)0SJ^ 039O)J02 clJ 100 
63D01JO (Conformation) 039(O)l£ijgg OD 06 DI 0100122 06333 (Communion). 
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oil. 0J(86311003 2 O( 0 ) 2 £ 1 , a^)£J 0 0J3Oa90^Jo OD(B03O(.03O(8o_|63Do (( 0 ) 00 ) 0 ( 8 a_| 
63Do) 039)06313033 2J0gTl08 ODJ-d1a_|100J0(0)J633§0(0)1. 2O32o3d^^1(lll03o 0)1 £1 
0)1(80393JOD0)1(33 039)0)0020(0) 003d63Drd00)1(0)60308 (039a_|0116300)J0C^) OD2(8o_|1 
002OD0)l£1J0S (DOo 03022(0030OD 00301(00)1(33 OD2(8o_p002OD20O1OD2o oJO 
6300)20^l6300)J. a0(3DO08 O322J0S (11^00)1 011 030(003 2O(.032£J (3D 2 (3D 03 

(_oJ nJ 63HJ 0 (00) (Q)J o Oil. 0J3OC00631 £1]0S 00301(00)1(33 OD2(8o_|1d9020(Q)O6333. 
003(110 OD^old Si^ (D£1003(333 0.633§ O32J00 03080.1(0) ^73 (. 0 J 0 J6331100303 (Doll 
oJJ(8(1Jo 00301(3D OD1cd1(O)108 0)10l^|2 (3D2(8a_|l002(3D2. ( oJnJ0911 Q 030)0SJ00 2(DJ 
o9d^0(38 goJ(B(§0a)(3D2loJ(D206333 039010(38 (111<PuJ(0)00 (BaO03J (g£JnJ0303l 3:6). 
2O3Jo9d^0O8 Oll^PuJ (.oJ0>V ) 03l(B(Q)(Q)2o 631100)1^2. C^^^)1 0110.^0)1(0)0(0)1 2001. 
039)31(3D ^ old Si 0.(822(00)1(08 rd 0109 J 3D 0012003 0nJO02ODl 039)O1(3D1^ nJO^PJo 09J(D^ 
OIJ20(0)10JODIS(003 OJoJOIJo C^^OIJo 06363 ^lJ0. o \ 0)1 ^^(110(0)1. 2032o9d^(DJo 
(.oJcQ.^0)100Jo (11 (3D 00(110.£1^o 0)1(8000(38 0JoJ0(30300 O3080.JOD oJ0lO9J(3DO 
012 Odd 0116313Jo (339)(11 ODI00631)0. ^73 oJ2O38ODV ) o9dSl0>(822o (.^1C3D(032Ol1(08 oJ0l 
09J(ID0(0120OIJ 2J6U0(30)100 oil(03OO1Oo003(11o rd2(8(030)l0.0l^200.O633sfl0l002(3D2. 
6330)1(3) (DOo (D022(03030(3D(O)Jo ^73 ^631110(0303(0)Jo 00301ODODI0)1 (0)1(08 

(3D2(8o_|1d9020>(Q)O6333. ^73 (D(33l(Q)(8a_|63D oil0Od63D (eucharistic perspective) 
206333 o0£JO 0.23OO9O(DJo3dOO(D60B0^ (3Do6311(31Dl^|2o oJ 730(3D(03^ (3D(§0>gJ0S 
(039Sl(311£O(D CDO063D. 

Cn1(/9J(Ul0^6TT)o 

2 J( 380 I 2 JO( 3 D (3DoO)(03ld9.g1(08 0)1(3DJo Oil. 0.J3Oa90>0g (3Do631K3DL)1^ 00J 
Oil C/91 (111 0»9d 6313 o ^ 0J030)10163030)J (110J (3D (030(33)1 0.O63DOO. “263Dla8(lilg(1120>a8 oJ§ 
0000(38 0,O<Pi3J(O)63D”(O)002(B(311Oa8 2(DJo3d^cOl(11003 2OC032£J ^73 (. 0 J 0 J633110(030) 
039)0.2003206333 0JnJ0(303 0(030)1030 (0)1 (3D 2 (8 ojl 00 J (3D (03. OloJo, CDJoJo, ^£1o, 
00(03£1o, (B(§0^o o0(3Dl (11^00 £1^1(0320(0) icdcdGm (11(313(0320008 00301(3D 
00)10)1(0)1(08 (3D2(8o_| 1^ 039(0)1(B(_C/9old020(0) 0030110.^1 (110)1(08 (D02Jo (.oJoJQSUOIJo 
oJ89.0^10.^0OIJ0.(0)06313. Oll0633§SJo_|2o CB(03S2(3D00063D(112o 2(D2o9d^(DJ 2O(.(03 
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2)01 (09 OJOOl01 ] 6) S 6D23 636)606003 (09 0>1d(.09o9dO2)OQQ) 630J 

3(3O903o oil. rd23G01OOO) CD(08d9D2(TD26n§CB&J0 (dO02). 8:19-23); “CT0^n9dSl (301031 
010>l6)(l3 ((3O1031G0103OS2 ded (3(032 QIOJOO) 3003)^0103103 OOlOOO OilG2)O'ajl032)OQQ)1 
6)6)3012) c 9063J6)S d0)£3(O)l6)Cl3 (G03££GO3)OS2 CB^JCSanD^ 016ld96)JOno) 03)1003(00)^ 
019)1 d 01 c90 GDCQilcBQQryS^O.” 03)600) J 6) S Qjl. c9^3009c&C(3 2)003 011 (£>0)016)019) 2)0(0) 

2)01 ^a^QcBooggjanrxo), croacroo) (rdrd6imjd(00QQ)22)O6n). 6Dafl6)s aj^cM^tojos 

0c0^dQQ)20S (.rdOCDOCD^O OOo9dS6)rt_|SO6)0) c9^3OC0c&C(3c90 630J Oil0912)0(Do 6)6)d&>ai 
(DJODJ. 

(.ca>1crua5)2ails)(T3 (a(nj^3aj(^3(Dc^1s)a3 (.^crocaoil 

ail. <&>23009<&>6)(3 croo6njcru)l^| rd2O0O3)0)^ oo)2)1rdooo c&(3(9T9)oafl6)a3 2)ooj 
09^0010)006)019) (09Sl(O10O(O2)Oc90l(G)O6Or) 0jrd6)(^Sj(00lQQ)1S30g0). “(UidOOo 
S2(U) 2)000)1(919)1(3(002, c9d^oJQQ)Jo cro^ajjo (T)1O6109)aJOO3(Ql (Dffl2J0S 6DS 00)1(93 
cdoticm)]. 6i9)603o3 (09ai6)ci3 d0)ggqo) njl(9)oail(93 oolano r^d9Dg2O0)oooQQ)aj6)ci3 
d0)g2O3)3QQ)1 C&>6n6J.” ^CuIqS 003QJOJJO, (SCDJoad^CDJo, Lcd&i^pxn^Qllo (oJd&J, 

( 0 ) 1 qq)Jo, (09(2D^O0i2)lc&>ai2o sooraolc^oijo ( 0 dc& 0 )o raidojoroooolJ 

dOJ(3rdOSl6)Cl3 OOSJ^IjaKS 6)rd063l6T9T9) (^100)0)201103 oJOCrOoJ© CO)o6Yll(T\D (919)1(93 
00)2)0d09n9dl^j Cnl(U6SQlCm((T>l c&06030o. 2)03209^3010)300 6D23 09010010)101000)1 
OJOOOJ. O90l02)Od9D6)§ 6D23 (.rdrd612116)010)QQ)Jo 0O50c9QO063jaDj. 003(30)0)3012 (DcO^dl 
^J0)Jo 02rdOa9)06)c^S2(9T9)1OO)C9)2o C/90l06)010)QQ)2o cO^SlOOJOGOO. cd2OO02C9)0OOO (919)1(93 
c9D06TD2anr) O90l00i0)l6)(i3 (Bc^^crol^jj^g 0jrdoo0)0o o_i6 tslj cm^>1 oa5 0)6)ono 

0J rd009) 0(919)16) Cl3 (DOCBIqQIJo (09)3^00 010122)060). 2)O3Jr>9d! > OaJ0)30aJ2o rdJOOOJ 
(oinocDQjjo QQ)oino(3(oin^0(289Dl(o8 ail. d&ta^j^omlaflool^ 

crofflcSo-pcBQjafD c&o^edc^cfScOojo 0jrdoo0)0o crooeailcBQjafDj. 

ca>233OD<0>gjs>s cn1(3aj^jcncuj3 ^smaijo 

ail. ca. 2300 DcBDa 3 a0onoo03 a 0 O 0 )? ail. ca» 23 oaDcBDa 3 a 0 ( 0 )? o$ai? gooo cbuJ03^ 
6SBo3c00 <d010)(D2)oqq> 1, cBD23OOOca>a3c00 ool^qjidooaijo a06pr) qj^o cnaticBiicm 0l(9)l 
ojoaauo^ (o)6oajlc0jooo)rdoco (919)1(93 02rd6)aj§26O63QQ)0)O6TT). ‘( 093 ^ 00 ^ co^rd 
cBd^JQS 3V ) CBCX)^0oJ0(JDlc9Da3 rai^c&JOnOJ d&^OCttd&C/S’ O0CTT) Oil. (09 CD (TO (9)1 d 030 
oo5l6Xi3 CDl(3qjuJCDo (09)6ob eoonojo ojocouocm^ oo)6c&>63l03 col^ajl^ilalcoo^aocm. 
rd01 rd230OO)0)^ CO^cO^Jo ^01§(9T9)1(93 6DOO 00l(3qjid00o (O)l1<£30lsjl02OnO 

(03000)1 c&>36TT)0o. 2)018030 65O(3010)d(U)Od0bOO) (03300)1(03 (09 SJ 010)^033010 016)0 
(03(1603(03(06)203 rdOOOOJ0j100)300)1 OOlllc&^l^jtajOO) ‘ 2)d(9)0 rdd3 C003)00603 C/3’ 
a0(O3 (0)000019)103 6D03 (Ol(3(3J-d(Oo c9.06032(03(03 6D03 rd O0JO(9T9)01 (919)1 (93 dOJ6TT)o 
2)03(0)1 &J0 c9630CT3. o 0(O3O(O3 6D03) rd030(03(03^ (O33d0DO3 a0gJOo (030(03 6D0) 0)1 (DJ 
(0T03100)1 §J603. 

ail. 0aa(O3^6OB0§ (O3o6OKOjbl^j200 aro3OQ)20s ailoojoaroo (o1(3qj^j(060o^1(o 3 
0(O32cO0oa3 cBd^1oq)2c0dOQ)1&j. (orda^oo^^nJcOD^^s (invisible grace) a^coo^onjo 
(jd1(0do3 (visible means) a0(BCO3O 31>oo^(032^JcBd63Bo3 (visible signs) a0<2(030 (o1(3oj 
^J l^j c9d23OOOc0d^ 2 6)S ^0^^5300 (O)0 3 2^ ( ^ 6)( ^| s 2 (MDC)a ^ cdOS2^030J. 2)0020^003 
(OTd)(O)2)0d9ndO^ce0OOQ)1 ^^(03100)1(03 (Ol(032^3OJ(O3(O32c900§ QoJOCJDIcOd^OcOQIqOQ) 
S2c002cBdOQ) 0J, 003OJ(O3O(O3l03^0 0 cBdO 6O32 COla6TOT03 6302 oJJGEto (OT^c^OC^OJJo 
002 rd2C33l(0) 322)100)20 02^^^ s 2 ( ^ 6)QQ)S 2 d9Q 2 ajoa ^ 0302)2)00)20 (.eded6000(0303(0)Jo 
00301(03(031(1)1(0)1(03 arO2)(3o_|1c002c0DOQ)O6O3. [,rdrd601Jo ^Oll0S ^rdOU3l(B0Q)O, OTOJ^J 
<£b (B 2)0 (OTd)O12d9DOQ)0J; 00301 (2(03 S3 (0)1 (2 01 c90 02rdOOO300a_|S2c9.(O ) 2o 00301(030 
(0)1 (1)^0 0d0DO6O3 G3lO0Q)2d9D0Q)22)06O3. Oil. 0aO(O3^6OT3^l0120S 2)032^0320 ieded 
613110120 (g^J(5(03 02rdOOO300a_|§ (UgJOJd&OQ^o (.^1033(032011(03 003010 rdJ^^TO)!^ 
01^1 Oll06n§S2o-|1(O3 rd &h) ) G'iA®l<fr>QQ)lo QnJ^iar>l a0(O3 (032)(CO 3(3C0(Oo c^JBOOO 
d0D0g (03o6Tll(T\l)l^ rd 230(03 (03^ (03 80D0Jrd (01031(03 (03J Led CD0032)0603. 

c^23OC0c9.^2 6)S 006030(0103 (O3o6TH03JD1^|2 o ^®2 QJC)c9 ^2 CO3Jid1(^|1d900§. 
rd230(03(03^ (O30c9.Cr3 Oil. 03303003O, Oil. 2)2(2OOO30l(2rndc^o, Oil. c 9.2(36T1I003 a0(O3l 
01000)00)0603 ail. 0aO(O3^6S13a3 00(032 LoJ0)0032)0(0)20 Oilg1d902O33(O3. (O3(§OQ)d90 
00^2 ^2 30C/Qcj93a ^ 6)60§ O0O33J oJOOQ)2(B0310^2o (202 OJ01 dOaJGOCfOdQa^J^SOQJJo 
O02LCX>2o9d0(.d9D2)o O3l0iail0126TT§. (03600)1001 O00JO 0003Jo3d0303603632° c9.233OC0l 
d032)0603. 000320c9.O6O6 c^^OCOc^O^ o06TT)1 rd0l2)1030a_|S20K53003001101. 


(0fds1(rvi£)3(r)(.riJfflO6in3603a3 <fh6)mzms)i<fh 

oil. d9D23OOOd0D0g (03 o 601(0131^1 rdOCT0J303^(O36c9.^2 6)S 033 2)1 rd 03 (0031(08, 
(1002)03 c£b(2(0C330l1c903 (O36OO)2(BS(O33OQ)O012o 0(.rdO§(O3(l3" (O36d93^2^S(O33OQ)O0J2o, 
(09Si0310003rd02)000)1 c9^06032033 (.rd03(Oo (09)3D^0012)1 c9.o - 62303ld0DO, (09)012)OOJ 
- rd3O(3(930o (ODOlOo), OllCOJ^Do - 0123ca»lc9.o, (.rdd0DV ) 03^O03l03o - (.rddOD^I 
o0(O3l 01c9.Cr3 032)2)101)6363 0rdO020032)l0JO(X12)(Q)36O3. rd 0(011003^ 00 (.c9d 033 0301 
id1(03OQ)20S rd0^000301003103 c9.06032003 (.COlcB023(3C0O3o, G(.(D(ld90O - (1002)03 
033o(O3c90O0o 00(03101(0)103 dQ101033100)1 Sj00 (09)012)301 Jo rd3O(3030O1Jo 032)2)1 
01)00 31030012)d0303 (dualism) 630^O1JO100 rdO(/211O03^ 00(.d0D0330301 idlC036)OQ) 
03310Q3l03l^|1§26n§. ^(03 O32)Jd96)OO1O9^2)OOQ)l0ld902(lT303 rd23003303^ - 600031(0) 
6)6)rd(0V>d0D003l03 gO^IJ (Ol03c90OO3 c^^ldlJoOllCDo ^1(03031(0) (09)00030300)2 
0SOQ)Jo cBdJOOOOcBd^JQSOQJJo (09 Si 03300 03 (.rd2)0603603C/3 d9D06O60032d9D0OQ)(O303O 
603. ^03ld01c90 63O(5(003dCU3Oc9bO33 (O360Q)J6)S ^30(0^^20 (09)000)03(0)Jo 630J 
2)003^00)000)1 (09oCOlc9.0lc90OO1JOn3030603. 03)1Ol(0)0, a0d03^Ord^O, (09(52)2)1 OOl00)0, 
^23S3lrd03, Oo9d^, OJd2)OOlOQ), LC0l(O3 03JS603lOQ) d3C0603gl(U5 630^O1JO16)0 03)103 
(0032)000)1 01g(3(03J 03l01031(03 63O(3(003d(U)Od0bO33 03)6c&63J6)S (09)0OO)O3d0Dgl08 
dO13OO)1o3dOl03O12o, rd23003303^01 Jo r^)033J 0l1d09o9d1a_|1d96)0012033 630J 0rdO03J 
°01Sd0DO O3o3dS6)a_|SO6)03 60(03Jo O3l01O3l08d96)2On3J6O6. ^23 0rdO03J-dl(103OO)O0 
6D(P03l0l6)e3jS)c90OO3)00 630J 1(0) (.092)2)0603 ^Oll0S 6)^00)0315)0003. 


an)@3C«j9>a\)jc9>(^ 


S)rUSS!33(a2<®dl aJgjgl 
aejOiCd «3(S(3KJ)C(U)3<i9b(ro (ro®(xi)c96)2 

1934 6 0 603 °01 S 03 0 (0903) (O)0l^j)00 2)0189 d0 6) 2) (.03 OdaJ 0011(003000) 008 
OOl00)2)10300000) 6)2)(.03Oda_|O0ll0)03O 03lOQ)2)1d96)20n3 Ojlc&>O0ld96)2 2)OL0302) rd00lOQ)l08 
(09)000)03 O3S0103Oa3 d9D^l0Q)J. ^23 Oild9DO0ld96)J 2)J(ml08 2)O(.0302) (09)gJd9DO3 
c9.J 031(0)0 0lc90JO1Oa3 rdOSJggJ. ^23 011 d&> 0 01 d96) J 2)3(.0>(B2) rd00lOQ)l08 

0)106)61010)SJaj O3S0T03OO3 (TOOOildBQJ. 

rd63631 QQ)Jo, 6)03)2)1 d010)01 CO)Jo 1934 606TT3°0JSO3O Lcdc£hO®o 0310061003SJ0)03 
rd63631 2)3dOO£3loCO d0D2)2)OlOQ)20S OOl31LO036030)031010(0)10lc90Jo. ^23 2)Od(OS3loCO 
d0D2)2)OlOQ)20S 03l0J2)O(0010)103O3JO3)0ley2 2)O(.03d2) rdggl0Q)Jo, 6)00)2)1 d0)030lOQ)Jo. 
(.rdOJOJ 010)1 d96)0(l3 03)00)1d96)J^J. 


rd 63631(0)103 03)2)000)0 606TT3O (09OOJO13ld96)OO3OOil01. ail°01Sl(0) Oll60C0o 
03603gJ0S (09)000)03c90JdO16061 2)J033 2)003)010>1(O)63631(93 rdd0D0o (0)o0l10)003o 
(3 6) (^J SJ00)603o. 



(0f9 £0> 0 0 0ll 6 (.3003) (13010)1001 cOjJCmcOQJOJSl 0O3)O3" GS30(3s^ 650(3(00) 
GCU)0c9b(T\) a>(00)1(.(U)0ll0a3 (00)6l0J6)J^C00)l03 COS(0032(03 0)Jce6)g(00)J(3 <0 j 6O3 
OJ(r3rdd(r3 6(.3003)CO 0O(.0)OGnJO0l1(00) (X»2nO0G(O0(T3 2)0(3 GrU0gla>0(3GnJ0(r0 
93°0ios(Oo ^^j^jernj. 
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(srosj<3 ca»scmco3s @(.3303)03 

CT\)SUOl(XD3CrO 213(3 (3TdG(oJo 6)aL«D3G(^3m1((n(D(xi)c06) 
g2aa3loo (3i3)(/Do(r\)ce>(/3 
213(311J11 


c9d^16toj) £Jc0Qo cn^cro srujggdlcDlc^ ,ano. GS?Q6n3cro6n5 rujoaucBcBoosTT) 
(QY3)l6)Cl3 ‘gDCO) ca>2300D(BQQ)0 (§0n9d0 oJCBCDCBOJDO’ a£)(TT> (29JQJ(T)CQTQ5lG)0^ CgTdCDJSTU 
ar\JD(20QQ)l CD(08 c9d1qQ) (BaD3(B§3 Old) (B£J6U0DOJ2(20QQ)1 QQJOQC^OOJOilCJD STUCnJDOJJo 
6BQAD(m)(S)D6rn. (srdrairaxoo qoj oJlaDcflb croof§ajl^|((5flcG8 gqjgo cgrdotolceQjaDj. 

- aroalcofl 



(BRGlQircj (SttUD.(IBDe«06)D6nr QD(d 

6)n^<soml(S(D)Dau v QflpDcaDfiflroRM 

60 (Ul<a§(HlflO(D 3 G( 83 nfl 6 ID 

0 f 9 (D)^ 6 nileil 

(BI 3 )IS a CI 3 a 9 lo 


2019 QSld^f 17 flOKMDNd 2.30 AjlaQaaf 

26)6)0fld 6)6)poT, fldSO^l 



Shubkono 


This year, the Shubkono Service of the Lenten Season was held on 4th March, 
2019. H.G. Dr.Geevarghese Mar Yulios, was the chief celebrant. Thirumeni spoke on 
the importance of showing compassion to others and being humble in the presence 
of God. A few members from St.George Orthodox Cathedral, Nagpur were also 
present. Shubkono service is a symbolic representation of being reconciled with 
our fellow brethren/ 4 44 Satsangh 44 The second Satsangh of the second semester was 
held on 26th February, immediately after the evening prayer in the chapel. The 
Guest for the Day was Rev. Fr. Mathai Alankott. Achen was the first ordained 
deacon of STOTS. After retirement from his parish ministry at Sacramento near 
Sanfrancisco, Achen is presently running a retirement home at Mezhuveli, Kerala. 
He shared his experiences of his mission work at Makkodia Mission near Itarsi and 
also at Samath Pippriya Mission near Jabalpur which was a joint venture of St. 
Thomas Mission Bhilai and St. Thomas Orthodox Seminary. 44 “The 3rd Satsangh of 
second semester was held on 27th February. The guest for the day was Rev. Dr. 
Ajith Kumar, Director, Shanthi Ashram, Dehegaon. His sharing was enlightening to 
see the valuable insights of other scriptures also. He spoke about “Satsangh” and 
the inculturated methodology of evangelization in India. 44 “The 4th Satsangh of 
Second semester was conducted with H.G. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Yulios on 6th 
March 2019, immediately after the evening prayers at STOTS Chapel. His Grace 
gave a very meaningful devotional interpretation of the Bhajagovindam of Shri 
Sankaracharya. 44 These Sathsangh meetings proved very meaningful for the semi¬ 
nary family. 



nJOlcXDDOo 213(3 (SldGCnJo nJgg1(D)lo3 SJGei3c3> 21 o3rU303303) 213(3 (3TOG(.f»Jo 
(Hl(3)30llS>a3 653(D21S)(v|(DJ(r)3g1(13J S)c9>3SlG03)(3l 
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m two 6 iGrb(DTDienuG( 0 imj u (iii'jnlioml ir 

MALANKARA ORTHODOX SYRIAN CHURCH 



Qli^CBOCDlo6oajQo 8 


^>(V)OSb6rO(6^CmO(5r^ &/Qh r3^O0j)(§&OG)e> 


(eiJGaftO. 4:40-41, 5:12-16, ) 

n£) 3 . (H 3 (S>^ ai( 5 (/) 1 (rO c 9 > 2 g<» 3 I 33 §l( 5 $ 


a)2(D2(TOcd(3aD(ma)l0a5 cBDjgloosm 0000)0065 <D6n)(300)2<inotf5)- d&>2<fl3oG0oa) 
00)1 qo3 0)1(oi0)qq) 103 (rdo_i(3(0o (Bojo^o 00o1qq)O 00) 650O65OQQjl0lc£0O2)0). 
<£h)nil0(2)) 00(01(3 cOilolCQ) OJCrVC®)o CV®7 c96)]c0jO2)]o (2)]si njlcdiO®)7®7c96)]c&>02)]o 
g/2)®3^j]6tts (D)j6wl6)cO f 06ns flodtcdajcfocnijo (3rd(/D](2vad,(3Tdad]GV(i3 r^)cm oj 7§7 
nJ]nJ002)]dD>02)]o (EQJ67DO. ®Td0J03 c6d]SO®® 1®)7®3 6)OJ§702)7®3 63(0] rUO(doJlS®®)7®3 
n$c&>CD002)7 OJOV7c06)6mo(G£]aJJ 13:45-46) rrf)Cm763136)0003)]00 G(2)06)6)OdcQj 0)702) 
(2)6373§]6)S d3>0(3d06)C®£o ®rd®)7^Jo^j7^06TT) 6BO (S(0OCO7 GQQXJO] (if!(B£)Jcd6) atf)®TO)] 
cm®) atf)OV (T> Do 63D(dc06)6Wo. 00)O§O£lOlQQ)O00)010(T) QCmOgJGTID^CMDJCUOaS 
ffilODlaDO 0)01120000) OOO(JdlSQ](OO()Q)l(O}Cm]00}. QafDJo OO)oJ(3(0lc96)O00) 6502 
c&>O£i000)(Q)O6n) <3 00x02 <d6tt)(300)2(tt)0). c^o&jcmdIcd ^r^dOo stiiocjdIcBqjctd 
0)OO1Oo. 650J CDl&JCUl^IcBQ^O 6)00)00 (003 {£3000)01610)0 000) 6)(3cJ{033d1{£6)0a_|S2 
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Diamond Jubilee Celebrations OF St Mary’s Indian Orthodox Cathedral, King¬ 
dom Of Bahrain 
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